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Course Description

This course presents an understanding of how the complexity of matter has
evolved from its simplest forms during Big Bang to the rise of intelligent life
that is capable of understanding its own place in this fabulous development.
Topics include the formation of the elements during Big Bang, supernovae,
and red giants; dust formation, stellar winds, and the re-circulation of
cosmic material; the formation of the solar system; planets around other
stars; the physical-chemical basis for life; the rise and development of life on
the Earth; conditions for finding life beyond Earth; and the search for
extraterrestrial intelligence.
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