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Course Description

This course explores the idea that just as English painting is renowned for its
representation of landscape, poetry in Britain and Ireland has been shaped
by the nature of place. The course looks at a variety of 20th-century poetry
from the standpoint of its complex engagement with place. Students
examine topics such as poetry and landscape; poetry, the country, and the
city; poetry and the idea of England (the “spiritual, the Platonic, old
England,” as Coleridge called it); insularity and post-imperial retrenchment;
travel and the foreign; and what Seamus Heaney has called “the place of
writing.”
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