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Course Description

This course examines various ethical issues involving the Internet. Its unique
architecture creates various legal and policy conflicts in freedom of speech
(e.g., right to be forgotten), privacy (e.g., mass surveillance), anonymity,
common carrier rules (e.g., net neutrality), intermediary liability, data
protection, hate speech, domain name disputes, spam regulation, online
copyright infringement, pornography and jurisdictional issues. In these
debates, what is the role of law or the rule of law? Canvassing the laws of
selected countries and international and regional law such as GDPR, e-
Commerce Directive, UN Human Rights Committee recommendations, the
course attempts to identify a globally consistent set of theories and
arguments that have gained normative and prescriptive traction in the
relevant regional or international debates.
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