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Course Description

The course gives students insight to a number of topics that are analyzed
from the perspective of different linguistic disciplines: grammar (lexical
semantics, morphology), psycholinguistics, language acquisition,
anthropological linguistics, and typology. Students consider the following:
what is the lexicon; what is a word; how are words and their meanings
represented in the brain or mental lexicon; how is lexical knowledge
acquired; what is the relation between culture and lexicon. Students apply
different empirical methods and take a comparative perspective where
possible (starting with Dutch and English but also with attention to other
European languages and other language families). Specific topics of this
course include the meaning of derivational morphemes and complex words,
semantic fields, linguistic relativity, and lexical universals.
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