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Course Description

This course introduces the histories of the Ottoman, Safavid, Mughal, and
Qing empires, and their respective regions. It studies the period after the
death of Tamerlane and the fragmentation of his empire, which saw the
emergence of a number of new empires across the Middle East (the
Ottoman and Safavid empires), South Asia (the Mughal empire), and East
Asia (the Qing empire). It explores both their differences and their crucial
similarities, both in their form and functioning (e.g. composite cultures,
revenue administration, imperial ideology), and in their patterns of change -
pointing towards their shared origins and their comparable experience of
“global" influences.
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