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Course Description

This seminar offers an introduction to the past and present of two major
powers of the Middle East, Turkey and Iran. It studies these two countries
not as isolated or merely parallel case studies, but as interacting and
overlapping polities. While integrating international relations and diplomacy
in its scope, this course introduces students to the political, social, and
cultural history of the region. Several levels of analysis are used: local,
regional, and global interactions all contribute to a better understanding of
these two complex countries. While the first two seminars make a general
presentation of the course (themes, chronological framework, main aspects
of Turkish and Iranian history), the following seminars are devoted each to a
specific topic which enables students to examine both countries
simultaneously. Prerequisite knowledge includes a basic familiarity with the
history, geography, and politics of the Middle East and the Mediterranean
area. A general knowledge of contemporary history (nineteenth to twenty-
first centuries) is welcome as well.
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