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Course Description

This course introduces students to the politics of the Middle East and North
Africa (MENA), with a particular focus on regional dynamics related to
religion, authoritarianism, foreign intervention, and popular politics. The first
half of the course provides the main historical, social, and economic features
underpinning current politics in MENA by examining historical state
formation, authoritarian governance, and political economy in the region. In
so doing, the course equips students with the main analytical tools needed
to comprehend and critically analyze the course of current political
developments, which the second half of the course addresses. Students
learn about the trajectory of the Arab Spring, the rise and decline of Islamist
political movements, and ongoing struggles with civil wars and terrorism,
among other topics. The course requires students have basic knowledge of
theories and concepts of political science to participate in the course.
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