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Course Description

This course takes an archaeological perspective on Mediterranean societies
from the emergence of the village and the conversion to a Neolithic form in
the Middle East, through the changes in social structures at the end of the
Bronze age. In this context, the course discusses the changes leading
people to adopt a way of sedentary life and a production economy. The
village life mode induces an increase in exchanges that take a place of
increasing importance leading to the emergence of the city and the claim of
social hierarchies, leading to the first empires. The course considers the
impact of the exchanges in the structures of the Bronze Age societies in the
Mediterranean basin and their visibilities in the archaeological field,
particularly through the elite and hierarchical relationships.
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