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Course Description

This course is part of the Laurea Magistrale program. The course is intended
for advanced level students only. Enrollment is by consent of the instructor.
The course focuses on the history of Iran and Central Asia from the arrival of
Islam to contemporary times. Special attention is placed on the
methodology of historical research, and the treatment of historical themes
in original and autonomous ways. Students are encouraged to evaluate
sources and to know how to orient themselves with regards to specialized
bibliographies. Emphasis is placed on how to prepare and communicate
knowledge and how to make valid judgments in the historical field. The
course is intended as a general introduction to the history of Iran and
Central Asia in the Islamic period. Single historical periods are, broadly
speaking, indicated below. Students are warmly encouraged to focus on
specific thematic topics and to carry on, if possible, with further readings
according to their personal interests. Basic historical periods covered: the
Islamic penetration in Iran and Central Asia; the Mongol and Timurid periods,
Iran and Central Asia under "Turkic" dynasties; the Safavid period and the
formation of the so called "national state" in Iran; the contemporary
condition of Caucasus and Central Asia and the relations of Iran with
Ottoman Empire and Moghul India; contacts with Western countries:
missionaries, diplomats and travelers; Iran under the Pahlavis, Caucasus,
and Soviet Central Asia: "Cold War" challengers; the present-day situation: a
"non-exotic" approach.
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