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Course Description

This seminar explores the relations between Transcendentalism and various
reform movements and utopian projects of the 1830s, 1840s, and 1850s, in
the areas of religion, education, women's rights, socialism, pacifism, and
abolitionism. It places special emphasis on three themes: the religious and
philosophical roots of the idea of human perfectibility; the self-image of the
age (the nineteenth-century as the Age of Progress), and its critics; and the
tension between individual and collective ideals of reform.
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