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Course Description

A survey of Chinese narrative with its differing topical approaches: justice,
history and fiction, romance, and the supernatural. Students are expected to
comprehend the legacy of Chinese culture by examining its continuing
articulations of archetypes and masterpieces. This class explores diverse
narrative forms across time and genre: from the Han dynasty inceptions of
historical records to Lu Xun's personal essays; from the Tang romance to
the Ming-Qing vernacular fiction; from the musical theatre in the Yuan
dynasty to the revolutionary model plays during the Cultural Revolution, and
also to contemporary cinematic representations of those popular themes.
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