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Course Description

This course examines ideas of health and healing across the early modern
world. By taking a global approach, students look beyond the intellectual
and commercial centers of European cities to diverse sites of medical
practice on land and sea, across the Americas, Africa, and Asia. Students
examine spiritual and natural remedies for the sick, the biological
consequences of intercultural contact, the trade of exotic drugs, and the
circulation of medical knowledge between cultures and across continents. A
global understanding of health and healing as well as sickness and suffering
allows students to diversify their understanding of early modern medicine
and reflect on both the connected and disconnected nature of the early
modern world.
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