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Course Description

This course introduces the field of anthropology and applies it to the study
of Latin America, specifically indigenous populations. In this context, it
defines concepts related to populations: ethnicity minorities, Indians,
indigenous populations, communities, and mixed race. It examines how
public policies reflect indigenous populations through the methods used to
count them. The course then addresses indigenous peoples' desire for
recognition of their specific rights. Primary topics include key points on
anthropology; the history of indigenous populations and current accounting
of Indian populations in Latin America; study of a few specific groups: the
Patagonian people, the Tinigua of Colombia, the Mapuche of Chile, the
Yucuna of the Colombian Amazon; contemporary Indian societies;
emergence of the Indian question in Latin America.
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