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Course Description

This course explores the social history of modern Beijing and Shanghai
during the long 20th century. Housing, work, entertainment, and
infrastructure all shaped people's lives in China's two most famous cities.
Following on the heels of peddlers, rickshaw drivers, intellectuals, students,
clerks, policemen, factory owners and factory workers, and all sorts of other
urbanites highlights how individuals and groups engaged with the city, and
how the city formed around them. The course examines topics ranging from
city governance to the construction of urban infrastructure, entertainment
and consumer cultures, industrialization, policing and court work, and labor
politics. Selected primary sources bring to life personal histories of the city
as people lived through and tried to make sense of the monumental
developments and changes that marked China's tumultuous 20th century.
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