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Course Description

This course examines the history of East Asia"s international relations and
East Asia s diplomacy towards the United States and the world at large from
the 19th century to the advent of the Cold War. More specifically, this
course is devoted to answering the question, "How did Korea charter her
own path towards establishing a modern conception of national sovereignty
throughout the long 19th and 20th centuries?" Topics include a comparison
between a Confucian tributary system and a Westphalian system, Japan's
modernization and competing Chinese and Korean responses, Japanese
imperialism and the coming of the First and Second World Wars, Japan's
surrender to the Allies and lingering post-colonial questions such as
territorial sovereignty over Dokdo, the Korean War and the first two
Indochina Wars as the opening "hot wars" of the Cold War, and finally, the
future of the Northeast Asian international order after the Cold War.

There are three main objectives in this course. First, it examines how to
prepare a theoretical basis to analyze East Asian international relations from
the 19th century to the advent of the Cold War and paying special attention
to how Korea encountered changes and vicissitudes of fortune as it
chartered its own course in the world. Second, it identifies factors which
stabilized and disrupted the East Asian international order and how
interactions between such factors affected Korea’s responses. Finally, it
explores what the future of East Asia’s international order will look like and
how Korea’s diplomacy should act as a pivot between East Asia and the
United States.
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