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Course Description

The course explores the political, economic, social, and culture history of
South Asia in this turbulent decade through a mix of contemporary and
recent texts, and visual media such as film. The course explores how the
political systems which ruled South Asia since the second world war and
independence from the British empire weakened and in many places
collapsed. The course traces the emergence of a more impatient, populist
political and cultural style in the 1970s, which powerfully influenced the
politics and culture of South Asia today. While the course focuses on events
occurring in India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka, it also connects and
compares with processes occurring on a global scale, assuming South Asian
history can only be understood in relation to other regions.
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