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Course Description

The Roman empire was one of the longest-lasting in global history. Its
enduring impact can be seen, heard and felt today, from language and
architecture to film and video. This course examines Rome’s rise and fall,
and asks how it successfully ruled over so many peoples for so long, in
comparison with other world empires. It considers who made up empire
emperors, ‘barbarians’, slaves and ordinary people. It also uncovers the
background to early Christianity, Roman legacies inherited through
European colonialism, and the numerous references to Rome in both high
and popular culture today.
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