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Course Description

This course aims to provide an introductory and comprehensive view of the
history of diplomatic and cultural relations between Japan and the World in
the latter half of the nineteenth century and the beginning of the twentieth
century. A basic knowledge of Japanese history is desirable, but no previous
knowledge of this subject will be assumed. A small amount of reading will be
expected each week.

Students are expected to attend the classes, to participate in discussions, to
submit short assignments from time to time, to choose a research project of
their own choosing and hand in a semester-end paper of about 2,500 ([]
3,000) words by the end of the semester. (The number of words excludes
notes and bibliography, and the paper should be written in a formal style,
with reference notes and a list of bibliography.)

Although optional, students are also encouraged to make a brief
presentation during the semester. (Further details will be announced in
class.)
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