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Course Description

Studying history does not mean merely memorizing historical trivia or
accumulating knowledge as an intellectual competition. It means gaining an
understanding of the past by learning how to scrutinize historical
documents.

This course explores the Edo period, Japan’s early modern era. Many cultural
and social phenomena emerged during this period and remain relevant
today. At the same time, many aspects of early modern Japan, including its
politics, society, and people's values and behaviors, are profoundly different
from those of the modern era. This course examines a selection of sources
to gain an understanding of Edo-period Japan. In addition, it also discusses
recent scholarly trends in the field of early modern Japanese history.
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