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Course Description

The course explores key works from the Irish Literary Renaissance,
otherwise known as the Irish Cultural Revival, or the Celtic Revival: an
extraordinary period of literary endeavor during a time of intense cultural
and political transformation. The texts on the course are key works of Irish
literature, of literary modernism, and would also come to be hugely
influential on post-colonial writing through the rest of the 20th century.
Students explore how the texts shaped and contested ideas of identity and
history; how Ireland's push for freedom from English rule coincided with the
context of modernity; and students close-read our primary texts, discussing
how they challenge conventional notions of style, form and genre, asking
how their formal innovations related to historical and political change.
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