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Course Description

This course introduces the analysis of the foundations of public order from
the perspective of analytical political theory. This basis provides the
conceptual tools for approaching a central issue in political theory: the
justification of political obligation and contestation. The study of the
justification of public institutions reviews some of the key approaches in
political philosophy (deontology; consequentialism) and analytical political
theories (contractualism; utilitarianism). The course addresses questions
of moral right to command and a moral duty to obey; whether individual
autonomy and political authority are compatible; whether voluntarily
accepting an obligation is to be bound by it; why must we obey the laws
even if the personal costs of obedience are very high; whether we are ever
morally justified in disobeying unjust laws; and if exemptions from the law
for reasons of conscience can ever be justified.
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