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Course Description

This course introduces the making of modern Southeast Asia from the late
colonial era through the Cold War through fiction and film. Fiction and films
provide a means to access political history in an engaging way and for what
they reveal about how outsiders as well as Southeast Asians themselves
came to view the region. The course covers Southeast Asia integration into
the global capitalist economy, national awakenings, colonial anxieties in the
1930s, World War II and the Japanese occupation, the Cold War and
neocolonialism, the Vietnam War, and the promise of modernity.
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