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Course Description

This course covers the political history of Europe from the second half of the
19th century to the first half of the 20th century. It reflects on the first half
of the 19th century, when the great powers agreed to maintain the order
established by the Congress of Vienna in Europe and to defeat the national
movements. It then explores how liberalism and democracy experienced an
important development in the second half of the 19th century when the
achievement of Italian and German unity responded to the failures of 1848,
in a Europe where, except for France and the United Kingdom, democracy
did not progress. Until 1914, authoritarian regimes were numerous and
quite powerful. Finally, it discusses the aftermath of the Great War when
Europe was confronted with a new phenomenon, that of a fascist wave that
affected both Eastern and Southern Europe.
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