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Course Description

This course is part of the Laurea Magistrale program. The course is intended
for advanced level students only. Enrollment is by consent of the instructor.
The course is separated into two parts. The first part is on an introduction to
Phoenician and Punic Archaeology. Topics in this part include: the identity of
Phoenicians and Punics between history, microhistory and archaeology;
relations with the substrata in the contexts of expansion; and commercial
contacts and cultural exchanges with the great civilizations of the ancient
Near East and the pre-Roman Mediterranean. The second part is on the
archaeology of production and material culture from the Phoenician East to
the Punic Mediterranean. This part of the course examines the
archaeological data relating to various expressions of Phoenician and Punic
material culture, analyzing the different evidence of production chains that
can be traced between the Syrian-Palestinian coast and the central-western
Mediterranean, from the end of the Bronze Age to Romanization. In
particular, starting from the study of each single handcraft productions, the
technological aspects of the various materials examined are explored, as
well as the issue of the contexts of supply of raw matters. Students
interested in participating in archaeological excavations are required to
complete the safety course for archaeological sites.
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