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Course Description

The course familiarizes students with theoretical perspectives that explain
the emergence and change of modern welfare states. To this end, the
course typically outlines the development of European welfare states, and
discusses the emergence of different types of welfare states. The course
usually covers core theoretical approaches to understand welfare state
politics, which may include economic models of inequality and
redistribution, party politics and public opinion, the influence of political
institutions, and the role of immigration, race, and gender. The course may
also include case studies of specific policy fields or social policy reforms,
such as the Universal Credit reforms in the United Kingdom. Students learn
a set of theoretical tools that help them understand past, present, and
future debates about social policy and the welfare state, and evaluate social
policies in a comparative perspective.
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