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Course Description

This course considers how the global pandemic of 2020-2021 has challenged
the modus operandi, urban development model, and financial viability of the
world's great cities at a time when those also have to face the profound
challenge of making themselves more resilient against the multi-faceted
threat of climate change. It highlights both the danger and opportunity
brought on by the pandemic, in terms of rethinking transport systems,
commercial real estate, commuting and work arrangements, food
distribution, energy, waste management and recycling, housing policy,
education, and the provision of essential business as well as personal
services. The course examines the shake up of “established wisdom” in
urban economics which has led to new thinking and an opening for
innovation that extends to new organizational formations within the context
of the “circular economy,” as well as “social solidarity economy” such as
urban commons and cooperatives.
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