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Course Description

This course considers how European integration has affected European
citizens, their identities, their resistances, and collective representations. It
analyzes the construction of the European Union as a community and as a
political order with particular emphasis on its social and political dimensions.
To understand the reactions of ordinary citizens towards European
integration, and in addition to the existing explanatory strands focusing on
interests and institutions, the political sociology of the EU questions the
weight of socio-political variables that hinder or favor the Europeanization of
European societies. Topics under scrutiny include: the modes of interaction
between elites and masses at the EU level; citizen identifications' levels and
models to understand the attitudes of citizens towards European
integration; the process of (de-)politicization of European integration; and
the impact of Europeanization (mainly in terms of public policies) on
European public opinion. 
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