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Course Description

This course is part of the Laurea Magistrale program. The course is intended
for advanced level students only. Enrollment is by consent of the instructor.
The course starts with introductions into the concept of monumentality and
memory in archaeology. The topics are addressed and discussed into detail
mainly using examples from Pharaonic Egypt (3000 B.C.E – 300 B.C.E.), a
culture which is due to its long duration and the long-lasting traditions on
the one hand, and the presence of a large monumental record, especially
well suited as a case study. While the major focus is laid upon the emic
perspective, presenting and interpreting processes within the Egyptian
culture, the course also includes the etic perspective from antiquity until
today. The course shows how ancient monumentality and the cultural
memory are still being used and how they affected and still affect
archaeology. Topics covered include: monumentality – What does it mean
and why does it matter; an introduction to the concept of memory within
archaeology; monuments of Pharaonic Egypt; what makes a monument a
monument in Pharaonic Egypt, the concept of the monumental discourse;
cities and residences as expressions of monumentality; the heydays of
monumentalism: the pyramids of the Old Kingdom and the time of
Ramesses II; Damnatio Memoriae: the Amarna Period and its reception; the
structure of the Ancient Egyptian history: how monumental records shaped
the later idea of Ancient Egypt; reuse and usurpation; Archaism in Ancient
Egypt; monumentality and memory in the Mayan Culture; the construction
of memory and identities in the European prehistory: monuments and
megalithism; the memory and monuments of Ancient Egypt from Roman
times until the decipherment of the hieroglyphs in 1822: what remained
without the knowledge of the Ancient Egyptian language; and the memory
and monuments of Ancient Egypt today.
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