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Course Description

This course is part of the Laurea Magistrale program. The course is intended
for advanced level students only. Enrollment is by consent of the instructor.
This course is a survey of the history of the concepts and practice of war
and peace from the Renaissance to the beginning of the nineteenth century.
It primarily explores the main ideas, events, aspects, and trends related to
the topics of the classes. First, the course examines the period traditionally
known as the Renaissance. The course then focuses on ideas on human
nature, war, and peace in early-modern Europe. The course demonstrates
how the medieval cultural attitude towards war and peace was replaced
during this period by a new concept, based around novel ideas on the
nature of man shaped by social and political tensions caused by
unprecedented challenges which threatened early-modern European
societies. Finally, the course addresses questions concerning modernity
such as why European cultures increasingly relied on science and reason
instead of religion.
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