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Course Description

This course gives an overview of the key arguments in the sociology of
religion, including the social, cultural, and political significance of religion to
the individual, social groups, and society at a national and global level. The
course begins by covering the classical sociological theorists on religion
(Durkheim, Weber & Marx) and examines the key debates around
secularization and post-secularization. It then considers the social and
cultural significance of new religious movements and the rise of spirituality
and New Age movements in the West. Finally students consider the growth
of fundamentalism around the world and how religion is becoming
globalized.
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