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Course Description

This seminar provides students with an overview of international relations
research with an emphasis on contending theoretical perspectives and some
of the key empirical findings in the major issue areas of international
politics. The readings include classics as well as more recent publications
that illustrate ongoing areas of inquiry. The seminar’s primary purpose is to
introduce and evaluate the main theories, arguments, and claims made and
empirical findings produced by leading international relations scholars.
Students also learn to identify interesting and important questions in the
field, to think about ways in which research can be designed to get at these
questions, and to ground their own research interests within the context of
the broader theoretical and methodological issues in the field.
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