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Course Description

For most of us, the first intimate relationships that we experience are family
relationships, although at other stages of our life-cycle non-familial
relationships may dominate. The course explores different sociological
understandings of such relationships and debates about the nature of social
change in personal life. The course reviews research on parent-child
relationships, friendship and kinship relationships, sexual relationships and
couple relationships, drawing on North American, Australian, and New
Zealand research as well as British literature.
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