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Course Description

This course provides a critical analysis of contemporary Spanish history
(from the Cádiz Cortes to the present) from a political perspective and with
reference to the greater European context. The main themes of the course
are divided into five sections: the formation of liberal Spain (1808-1874); the
Restoration (1875-1931) -- economic, social and cultural outlook of Spain
between 1900 and 1930, the war in Cuba and "regenerationism", and the
dictatorship of Primo de Rivera (1923-1930); the crisis of the 1930s (1931-
1939) -- the reformist biennium, the Radical-CEDA biennium, causes, stages
and development of the Spanish Civil War; Franco's Spain (1939-1975) --
postwar period and the repression, economic, social and political
transformations during the dictatorship; democracy in Spain (1975-present)
-- origins of the transition to democracy, the centrist period, the socialist
period, and the government of the Popular Party (1996-2004). 
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