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Course Description

This course is an introduction to the social and political dynamics that shape
the lives of Muslim minorities in Western Europe and North America. The
first part of the course situates Islam and Muslims within the larger
European and American histories, by comparing how church-State relations,
colonial history, immigration and racial inequalities have affected their
representations. The second part unpacks a series of public controversies
over Islam and Muslims and explores what they reveal about Euro-American
societies. Finally, the course investigates how Islam is lived among ordinary
European and American Muslims. This course takes a comparative stance by
covering a plurality of national contexts to become familiar with the various
public and academic debates surrounding European and American Muslims.
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