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Course Description

This course is part of the Laurea Magistrale degree program and is intended
for advanced level students. Enrolment is by permission of the instructor.
The course provides advanced knowledge on US foreign policy from 1945
until the election of Donald Trump. Examining the role of the United States
within the international system, at the end of the course students are able
to: describe the different historical phases of US foreign policy; detect the
multiple political, geopolitical, and economic factors that have affected the
development of US foreign policy; analyze the transitional moments and the
turning points in the evolution of US foreign policy; and understand the link
between domestic and foreign policy. The course examines the history of
United States foreign relations – broadly defined – from the end of second
world war to the election of Donald Trump. Examining the US role and place
in the world, specific questions are raised and discussed, including: what
triggered the American hegemonic rise; how do we conceptualize the
response to the deployment of America’s multifaceted global power; and
how do we investigate the connection between domestic politics and foreign
policy choices? The course considers the impact of the political, geopolitical,
and economic transformations of the past century on the foreign policy
choices and particular attention is paid to specific turning points and
transition moments (i.e.: the modernization policy of the Sixties, the crisis of
the Seventies, the end of the Cold War, 9/11, and the war on terrorism).
After a broad introductory lecture on the origins of United States foreign
policy, the course follows a chronological pattern. Historiographical debates
and issues are also thoroughly discussed and examined, starting from the
current debate on the end of the American century.
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