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Course Description

Through a multifaceted approach, this methodological workshop imparts an
effective methodology and knowledge to apprehend the reading of political
philosophy texts as a genuine interpretative experience. By focusing on
famous philosophical texts, it studies the way in which argumentation is
constructed and logical, articulated reflection is conducted. This
methodological and practical approach focuses on providing the tools
needed to understand a text properly: identifying arguments, dialectical
procedures, and the use of examples. The temporal and geographical
variation of the texts also provides an understanding that any reading of
political philosophy is necessarily situated, inscribed in a here and now,
which instructs us on the meaning of the text and enriches our
understanding of it. Finally, the course cross-references the interpretations
that the texts may elicit. From this point of view, the study of secondary
sources offers a fresh, offbeat look at philosophical works.
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