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Course Description

One of the primary functions literature serves is as a vehicle for memory.
From the portrayal of national histories, to the embodiment of collective
myths, to the expression of individual identities, literature has both lent
authority to and constructed contentious arguments for our image of our
past. The literature of central and eastern Europe is particularly rich in
explorations of history and memory. While in earlier times literature was
called upon to lend social and historical legitimacy to communities without
nation-states, more recent literature of the region has played a major role in
attempts to come to terms with the catastrophes of the 20th century.
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