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Course Description

This course provides a historical, financial, political, and institutional
overview of international financial architecture. The first part of the course
reviews the progressive construction of the multilateral system over the last
few centuries, with a specific focus on the main UN organizations, the
Bretton Woods institutions, and multilateral development banks. In the
second part, the course focuses on the limits of the current architecture in
the face of the multiplicity of new global challenges (the fight against
poverty and inequality, global warming and the protection of biodiversity,
food and energy security, the response to pandemics). The course concludes
with a reflection on possible ways forward for the current architecture, in an
increasingly volatile economic, financial, and geopolitical context.
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