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Course Description

This course introduces the study of human rights in political science. It
discusses how the ideas of and discourses about human rights have been
structured and discussed in the context of domestic and international
politics.  The course also explores how actual human rights norms are
acknowledged or rejected, observed, or ignored, and promoted or withdrawn
at the domestic as well as international level. 

This course is organized into two parts. The first half of the course begins
with an overview of the concepts and theoretical issues in human rights
studies. The second half focuses on the explanations of different human
rights practices across countries, looking at various topics related to human
rights; it considers the conditions favorable for better human rights practices
and processes that bring actual changes in human rights practices. 

By the end of the course, students are expected to have become an expert
on at least one human rights issue. Small group case study research and
presentations are also expected throughout this course. 
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