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Course Description
In 1460 Ireland was a patchwork of lordships including an English Pale; by
1800 the country was poised to enter a United Kingdom with England and
Scotland. In 1460, all Irish people shared the common religion of Western
Europe; by 1800 three groups – Catholics, Protestants, and Dissenters
dominated. In 1460, only a tiny number did not speak Irish; by 1800 English
was spoken by well over half the population. During these 340 years Ireland
experienced massive transfers of land-holding, invasions, bitter civil war,
and a huge expansion of population. This course explains the complex blend
of identities, allegiances, and social changes that shaped the past and
continue to shape the Irish present.
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