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Course Description

This course begins by discussing the notion of “international community,”
the Middle East, and how this part of the world has always been described
as dominated by external actors. It examines how, since the Iragi quagmire,
the United States as the other actors of the “international community” seem
to be unable to prevent a regional tilt towards a sense of chaos conveyed by
the failure of the “Arab springs,” the crumbling of the modern States and
borders, the growing autonomy of the local actors, and the emergence of
new transnational non-State actors such as al-Qaeda and more recently the
Islamic State. The course considers the actors' identities, the current
situation of crises more and more threatening for international security
(particularly for the European Union), and highlights key points of
understanding.
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