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Course Description

This course offers an introduction to the major geographical and historical
dynamics that structure (and divide) the Middle East region; the national,
ethnic, and religious identities that divide the region; as well as the major
transnational movements shaping the region in the contemporary era (anti-
imperialism, “Arab nationalism,” political Islam, along with relevant
concepts and terminology). It characterizes the evolving and shifting roles of
key external actors (United Nations, United States, Russia, China, European
states, European Union) All of this is based on the use of open sources,
including those from American and European think tanks (though not
exclusively).
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