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Course Description

This course explores the current state of play in EU platform regulation and
the societal developments to which it responds. It covers the most important
current issues in platform governance, including topics such as harmful
social media content, platform labor, competition in digital markets, and the
“platformization” of media and culture. It also explores and analyzes how EU
law is responding to these issues, in areas such as data protection and
competition law as well as sector-specific regulations targeting platforms,
like the just-passed Digital Services Act. While the course focuses on legal
issues, a legal background is not essential, as the focus is on how the EU is
aiming to address concrete policy issues rather than on technical/doctrinal
questions. The course encourages thinking in a critical and interdisciplinary
manner. Rather than simply attributing social changes to technological
developments, it encourages thinking about how platform companies'
technology and business practices interact with and influence broader social
and political trends. To this end, class sessions focus on discussing the
assigned reading and helping students formulate and share their own
opinions on each week's topics.
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