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Course Description

The course demonstrates the reasons for the collapse of the communist
system in the Soviet Union and its consequences, with a specific focus on
Russia and the Baltic states; the geopolitical consequences of the demise of
the Soviet Union, and the subsequent reordering of global economic and
geopolitical space; the nature of socio-economic changes in the region in the
1990s, and how different social groups responded to them; cultural change,
with a focus on identity politics, gender and ethnicity; the political
management of ethno-culturally diverse territories, and the renegotiation of
national and ethnic identities; and the importance of the region for Europe
as a whole, including a focus on Russia and the Baltic states' relations with
the new enlarged Europe.
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