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Course Description

This course provides a comparative introduction to the topic of political
authoritarianism. Authoritarianism, understood as non-democratic
governance, is one of the main scourges of modern politics. Though there
was a wave of democratization following the collapse of the Soviet Union,
authoritarianism has persisted in numerous guises, including the semi-
authoritarian regimes that have developed in many of the so-called
"democratizing" states. In gaining an understanding of contemporary
authoritarianism, students will develop a more nuanced appreciation of the
variety of different ways in which power can be exercised.
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