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Course Description

This course introduces economic, political, cultural, religious, gender, and
other dynamics of Taiwan’s society. The primary goal is to bring about an in-
depth understanding of the contending forces that are constantly remaking
Taiwan. While the focus is on the present, some historical topics are
included for a grip on the preceding transformations in the postwar era. A
survey on contemporary Taiwan’s society necessarily sensitizes us to the
complicated nature of social groupings. Differences in ethnicity, class,
gender, region, age, sexual orientation, religious belief, and lifestyle give
rise to highly diversified cultural expressions, among which contention and
cooperation co-exist.
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