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Course Description

This course examines the grotesque style, a recurrent feature of American
literature, by focusing on fiction works from the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. It begins by covering the definition of the “grotesque” from
several scholars, each of whom present the concept differently. The
grotesque, therefore, requires special deciphering that is examined in the
seminar. An analysis of a selection of grotesque American fiction also allows
a study of the reasons for the use of the grotesque and the role it plays.
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