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Course Description

This course provides the opportunity to analyze works representing different
types of hero: classical, tragic, popular, traditional, comic, anti-heroes, and
others; explore the notion of heroism, its absence in our lives and our
longing for it as this finds expression in various historical contexts and
cultures; deal with the notion of masculinity as a cultural and historical
construct; apply the analytical skills students have gained to a wide range of
problems which may confront them in different situations and contexts in
later life; and allow students to explore the features of a number of
literary/cultural forms, providing a framework of ideas and methodologies
appropriate to specific genres, ideas which students apply to the
comparative study of texts.
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