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Course Description

In this course, students explore German history from the Reformation to the
present day. The course covers major events in early modern times,
including the Reformation and the Enlightenment, but the main focus is on
the 19th and 20th centuries. Students engage with a variety of topics,
including nationalism and nation-building, revolution and reaction,
industrialization and urbanization, changing gender roles and social
structures, empire at home and abroad, mass politics and culture, Germans’
roles and experiences in two world wars, Nazi racism and genocide, and
Cold War division and unification. The common threads throughout are
Germans’ persistent experimentation with defining "Germany" and the
consequences for those variously included and excluded according to
gender, class, religion, race, politics, and other categories.
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