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Course Description

This course provides an introduction to the theory and practices of economic
policy-making. To understand economic policy-making, students take an
economic as well as a political perspective. Students focus on the rationale
behind economic policies, and seek to understand major changes in
economic policy, and variation in policies across countries. Students also
look at individual preferences for these policies, and their implications for
the policy-making process. In the process, the course covers areas such as
economic liberalization, financial regulation, labor market policies, and
policies of poverty reduction and social insurance. The course takes an
empirical and comparative approach, and its focus is generic, though most
of the literature is concerned with policy-making in EU and OECD countries. 
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