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Course Description

The Swiss author Johanna Spyri created one of the world's most famous
children's book characters with Heidi's Years of Apprenticeship and
Traveling (1880) and Heidi Can Use What She Has Learned (1881). To date,
the Heidi novels have been translated into around 50 languages and
repeated, among other things. Adapted as a film, (animated) series, comic,
musical and radio play. Most recently, in May 2023, the Johanna Spyri
Archive and the Heidi Archive were added to the UNESCO World
Documentary Heritage, which lists cultural-historical artifacts of global
importance. Using the example of auditory adaptations of the first Heidi
volume, the seminar provides an insight into the analysis of children's audio
media. Audio books and radio plays are available that deal with the story of
the cheerful orphan girl and span from the 1950s to the present. The audio
media are discussed from aesthetic and narrative points of view as well as
with regard to content transformations. The starting point of the seminar is
the reading of Spyr'is Heidi's years of teaching and traveling.
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